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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 

MA YOR. 



Mayor's Office, 
Buffalo, Nov. 23d, 1868. 

To the Hon. Common Council : 

Gentlemen: — I have the honor to transmit here- 
with the accompanying communication from a 
committee of your fellow citizens, who, with a com- 
mendable public spirit, invited the well-known and 
distinguished landscape architect, Frederick Law 
Olmstead, Esq., to visit the city and present his 
views in reference to a public park. 

I took the liberty on a former occasion of directing 
the attention of your honorable body to this subject, 
and to urge upon the Council the importance of ac- 
quiring at an early day the land necessary for secur- 
ing to our people the benefits to be derived from a 
public park, proportionate to the wants of a large 
and steadily-increasing population. The report of 
Mr. Olmstead, it will be seen, presents a plan which, 
in many of its features, corresponds with the sug- 
gestions then made, and with the ideas on this sub- 
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ject held, I believe, by a large majority of our citizens 
who have given the- subject attention. Its perusal, 
I feel confident, cannot fail to impress on the public 
mind the vastness of the benefit which the City has 
now in its power, by prompt action, to securfe to it- 
self Indeed, few cities enjoy equal advantages with 
our own of securing a large tract of land so well 
adapted to park purposes, and at comparatively small 
cost, if the opportunity now presented is at once 
taken advantage of 

I therefore respectfully recommend that a special 
committee of five members. of the Council be ap- 
pointed to co-operate with the citizens' committee 
for the purpose of securing the enactment of a law 
clothing the Council with authority to acquire, by 
purchase or otherwise, the land and property neces- 
sary to carry out the object in view, and to issue 
the bonds of the City for the payment and improve- 
ment of the same. 

I beg leave also to recommend that the report of 
Mr. Olmstead be printed in the Minutes and referred 
to such joint committee, with instructions to report 
the result of its deliberations to the Council at an 
early day. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wm. F. Rogers, Mayor. 



LETTER FROM THE CITIZENS' 

COMMITTEE. 



Buffalo, Nov. i6, 1868. 

To Hon. Wm. F. Rogers, Mayor of Buffalo : 

Sir: — The undersigned, a committee appointed at 
a meeting of citizens held at the residence of S. S. 
Jewett, Esq., on the 25th of August last, herewith 
transmit to you a communication addressed to one 
of the undersigned, by Frederick Law Olmstead, of 
New York. 

The letter of Mr. Olmstead relates to the project 
of the establishment of a park in Buffalo. This sub- 
ject has, of late, been much discussed by the press 
of the city, and even more, we believe, in private 
circles. It was thought advisable to obtain the opin- 
ion of some competent landscape architect upon the 
various questions involved in the enterprise, but 
more particularly to ascertain what scheme of im- 
provement could be carried out within the limits of 
a reasonable expenditure. Mr. Olmstead was the 
architect-in-chief of the Central Park in New York; 
he is now engaged upon Prospect Park in Brooklyn, 
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and upon similar enterprises in other cities. In 
view of his large experience, there was no one so 
likely as he to give the information which was de- 
sired. 

Accordingly several gentlemen, at their own ex- 
pense, procured Mr. Olmstead s services. He came 
to Buffalo and spent several days in a survey of the 
suburbs of the city, and his views are presented in 
the accompanying communication. . 

It was the intention of the gentlemen who have 
interested themselves in this matter, merely to give 
form to a project which was entirely undefined, in 
the hope that they might excite a thorough discus- 
sion of the matter, and that the Common Council 
and the Legislature might be led to take some defi- 
nite action towards the accomplishment of a work so 
important to the citizens of Buffalo. 

We venture to request that you will transmit Mr. 
Olmstead's letter to the Honorable the Common 
Council, with such recommendations as, in your 
judgment, the present and future interests of the city 
may require. 

Very respectfully. 

Your servants, 

Pascal P. Pratt, 
S. S. Jewett, 
Richard Flach, 
Joseph Warren, 
William Dorsheimer. 



MR. OLMSTEADS REPORT. 



I lo Broadway, N. Y. City, 
October ist, 1868. 

William Dorsheimer, Esq. : 

Sir : — On the 12th of August last you asked our 
advice for a body of gentlemen who wished to pre- 
sent the main outlines of a scheme for establishing 
a public park in Buffalo to the consideration of their 
fellow citizens. We shortly afterward visited your 
city, studied its plan with you, and made a cursory 
examination, under your guidance, of its immediate 
suburbs, giving special attention to three localities, 
the merits of which, for the purpose in view, we un- 
derstood from you had been already under discussion. 

We have since gone more carefully over the 
ground, tested soils, examined maps, and obtained 
all the information we could, without making a topo- 
graphical survey of the conditions of the general 
problem you have to solve, and have subjected our 
first impressions to a close and deliberate review, the 
result of which we now propose to give to you. In 
doing so we shall restrict our advice to such general 
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suggestions as it is practicable for us to offer, with 
entire confidence, upon points which need to be well 
considered before any legislative action could be 
properly asked for ; assuming that all questions, ex- 
cept those bearing directly upon the general. and ap- 
proximate outlines of the proposed scheme, should 
be left to a body officially accountable to the whole 
body of citizens interested. 

We think it right to distinctly state the fact that 
if you, or any of the gentlemen whom you represent, 
have had any special interests, predilections, purposes 
or opinions in this matter, which it is hardly possible 
should not have been the case, they have been per- 
fectly concealed from us, and that our judgment of 
what would be for the best interests of the citizens 
at large, without regard to classes or localities, has 
been consulted in the simplest and fairest manner 
possible. 

We think it necessary, first of all, to urge that 
your scheme should be comprehensively conceived, 
and especially that features, the desirableness of 
which are most apparent, should not at the outset be 
made so important as to cause others, the possible 
value of which may seem more distant, to be neg- 
lected. 

For this purpose it should be well thought of that 
a park exercises a very different and much greater 
influence upon the progress of a city in its general 
structure than any other ordinary public work, and 
that after the design for a park has been fully 
digested, a long series of years must elapse before 
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the ends of the design will begin to be fully real- 
ized. 

Even in the initiatory discussions of a plan for 
such a work, therefore, it would be unwise to have 
in view merely the satisfaction of the probable de- 
mand of those who will be expected to use it in the 
immediate future. If a park should prove not 
adapted to the requirements of those who are to 
come after us, and even of those who are to come 
after our immediate successors, the outlay which will 
be needed for it would be an extravagant one. 

This caution applies especially to questions of sit- 
uation, extent, general outlines, approaches and re- 
lations with other public ways and places. Minor 
interior arrangements may be adapted merely to 
suit immediate and clearly obvious requirements, as 
the cost of adding to these when found advisable 
will not necessarily be very formidable, provided the 
ground first secured shall have been of good shape, 
wisely located, and the general plan of improving it 
shall have been a well-balanced one. It is univer- 
sally found, however, when this has not been the 
case, and, when a growing town has once begun to 
accommodate itself to a large park, that any essen- 
tial modification of its outlines becomes an undertak- 
ing of greater difficulty than the original enterprise 
itself. 

To establish the advantages of a careful prevision, 
in this respect, we may mention that after land for 
the Central Park of New York had been acquired, 
but before work had been commenced upon it, we 



called attention to the value of certain improvements 
which might be made in the park and its approaches 
by the addition of a small amount of land to that 
already secured. 

The necessary land for most of these improve- 
ments has since been acquired, and they have been 
carried out, but their cost has been increased by the 
neglect to provide for them at the outset from 800 
to 2,500 per cent., while one of the most desirable, 
which might have been adopted originally at small 
expense, will probably never be realized on account 
of the occupation of the land by important construc- 
tions, the undertaking of which was induced by the 
opening of the park. Prompt action on similar ad- 
vice to the city of Brooklyn, in one case, secured 
land for the enlargement of an approach at a cost of 
only one-fifth what it would have cost two years 
afterwards, while a delay of three years in securing 
a tract of sixty acres, foolishly omitted in the origi- 
nal purchase for a park, has cost that city over a 
million of dollars. 

Similiar facts are found in the recent experience 
of London, Liverpool and Paris. Nor are they pe- 
culiar to very large towns. To slightly straighten 
the boundaries, enlarge the ball grounds, widen the 
adjoining streets and amplify the approaches of the 
little park laid out nine years ago in the town of 
Hartford, Connecticut, improvements very obviously 
desirable, and the requirement of which should have 
been anticipated, would now probably involve an ex- 
pense larger than was necessary for the purchase of 
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all the land included in the park, and several times 
larger than would have been originally necessary had 
the project been formed with a sufficiently compre- 
hensive exercise of forethought. 

The still smaller town of Bridgeport acquired a 
tract of land for a park of seventy acres, which, less 
than two years ago, we were called upon to examine. 
We inquired as to the practicability of making 
some change of the boundaries, and were told that 
the land had already advanced so much since the 
purchase for the park had been made that the idea 
could not be entertained. 

It happened, however, that upon an explanation, 
which we made to the owner of a large adjoining 
field used for agricultural purposes, of the improve- 
ment which could be made in the plan of the park if a 
slight addition were made to it from his property, he 
wisely but generously offered to make a free gift to 
the city of what was required; the offer was ac- 
cepted, and the gentleman informs us that he has 
recently sold a part of the remainder of the field in 
question for building lots at more than twice the val- 
uation he had placed upon it at that time, and that he 
considers that the acquisition of any land required 
I for a modification of the boundaries of the park, or 

i for an enlargement of the approaches to it would 

■ now be assessed at sixteen times as much as it would 

i have been originally. 

i It must be observed, also, that a really fine, large 

and convenient park exercises an immediate and 
very striking educational influence, which soon man- 
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ifests itself in certain changes of taste and of habits, 
and consequently in the requirements of the people. 

To understand the character of these changes and 
their bearing upon the task we have in hand, it will 
be necessary to understand what a park is, or rather 
what it may be if properly designed and adminis- 
tered. 

The main object we set before us, in planning a 
park, is to establish conditions which will exert the 
most healthful recreative action upon the people who 
are expected to resort to it. With the great mass 
such conditions will be of a character diverse from 
the ordinary conditions of their lives, in the most 
radical degree which is consistent with ease of ac- 
cess, with large assemblages of citizens, with con- 
venience, cheerfulness, and good order, and with the 
necessities of a sound policy of municipal economy. 

Much must necessarily be seen in any town park 
which sustains the mental impressions of the town 
itself, as in the faces, the dresses and the carriages 
of the people, and in the throngs in which they will 
at times here and there gather and move together. 

Inasmuch as there are these necessary limitations 
to the degree in which a decided, and at the same 
time a pleasing, contrast to the ordinary conditions 
of town life are possible to be realized in a park, and 
inasmuch as the town is constituted by the bringing 
together of artificial objects, the chief study in estab- 
lishing a park is to present nature in the most at- 
tractive manner which may be practicable. This is 
to be done by first choosing a site in which natural 
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conditions, as opposed to town conditions, shall have 
every possible advantage, and then by adding to and 
improving these original natural conditions. If this 
is skillfully done, if the place possessing the greatest 
capabilities is taken, and nature is not overlaid, but 
really aided discreetly by art, it follows as a matter 
of course that in a few years the citizens resorting 
to the locality experience sensations to which they 
have before been unaccustomed, disused perceptive 
powers are more and more exercised, dormant tastes 
come to life, corresponding habits are developed, and 
a new class of luxuries begins to be sought for, su- 
perseding, to some extent, certain others less favor- 
able to health, to morality and to happiness, if not 
wholly wasteful and degrading. The demand thus 
established will, of course, sooner or later, make it- 
self felt in several other ways besides those which 
pertain to the park. 

Before laying out a park, therefore, it is best to 
consider what the character of the demand which 
must thus be expected to grow up with it will be, 
and see if it cannot be anticipated with advantage. 

It is easy to determine that its character will be 
that of a liking for things which are in no way es- 
sential to the requirements which had led to the 
building up of the town as it was before the park 
was called for. For example, the demand for con- 
venience in getting quickly from places where busi- 
ness is done, to places where such rest and suste- 
nance can be had as are necessary to maintain the 
ability to do business ; and for convenience of trans- 
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ferring goods from shops and shipping to stores, 
obliges the obHteration of all natural objects, gives 
occasion for compact building, causes the removal of 
whatever would obstruct wheeling and walking be- 
tween buildings, and leads to the construction of 
solid and rigid pavements, and the general preva- 
lence of noise, jarring and confusion. 

All these things are compatible with a great deal 
of luxury, especially with the luxury of architectural 
grandeur and elegance; but the tastes which will be 
fostered by a park will demand luxuries not only of 
another kind, but such as cannot be associated inti- 
mately with these things — luxuries more natural, 
more healthful and more desirable to be brought 
within easy reach of the citizens. 

The park, as we have described it, must neces- 
sarily be large and costly ; to place it in the midst of 
the town would be to make it excessively costly in 
the first place, and permanently a great obstruction 
to business. It should, then, be placed at such a 
distance from the great body of citizens, that time 
will necessarily be spent in going to and coming 
from it; time which will either be spent unpleasantly, 
or, at best, with reference to the gratification in any 
degree of the tastes under consideration, will be 
wasted. The demand then will be that means of 
escaping from streets bearing the character which 
inevitably attaches to the greater part of the com- 
pact business parts of a city, shall be put every- 
where more nearly within reach of all the people 
than they would be merely by the formation of a 
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park, however large, at some one point in the 
- suburbs. 

For these reasons we would recommend that in 
your scheme a large park should not be the sole ob- 
ject in view, but should be regarded simply as the 
more important member of a general, largely provi- 
dent, forehanded, comprehensive arrangement for 
securing refreshment, recreation and health to the 
people. All of such an arrangement need not be 
undertaken at once, but the future requirements of 
all should be so far foreseen and provided for, that 
when the need for any minor part is felt to be pres- 
sing it may not be impossible to obtain the most de- 
sirable land for it. 

A comprehensive and well-prepared scheme seems 
to us, for several reasons, to be peculiarly desirable 
for Buffalo ; first, because Buffalo is a place of singu- 
lar mobility and progressiveness, rapidly increasing in 
population and wealth, with every reason for expect- 
ing a prolonged career of prosperity, and a more than 
usually rapid development of advance in the common 
requirements of civilization ; second, because the im- 
mediate environs of the town, in the condition they 
now are, and have been for a number of years, are 
not generally at all attractive, and young people in 
search of recreation, especially, have very little in- 
ducement to a pure, healthy, natural exercise of their 
faculties and tastes, and, in consequence, there are 
special inducements to offer them facilities and stim- 
ulants to unwholsome substitutes for recreation ; third, 
the relation of the town to its canals and railroads 
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and the lake and rivers is such as to make an escape 
from it in several directions, to anything like rural 
quiet, difficult and disagreeable, if not impossible ; 
fourth, during a considerable part of the year that 
portion of the environs which is otherwise least re- 
pellant to rural exercise is swept by harsh, damp 
winds, very trying to those who are in most need of 
quiet open air recreation. 

Each of the three sites to which our attention has 
been called possesses some special advantages to 
which we shall now refer. 

The first is the most elevated ground in the city, 
on High street, near the old Potters' field. From 
this a finer lookout may be had over the city than 
from any other point, and the distant wooded plains, 
backed by blue hills, make a beautiful background to 
the view on the south. It is nearer to the more 
densely populated parts of the city than any other 
site having distinctive natural advantages. In a few 
years, unless soon reserved for a public ground, it will 
probably be occupied and surrounded by buildings, 
when the view from it can no longer be had. 

The second site referred to is one adjoining Fort 
Porter. It is also comparatively elevated, and has 
attracted attention because of the view which is com- 
manded from it over the lake. This, especially at 
sunset, in certain states of the atmosphere, is a very 
fine one, and it is within the province of art to en- 
hance the sense of beauty in the distance by forming 
a substitute for a part and a screen for the remainder 
of a foreground which is at present rude, discordant 
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and essentially disagreeable. The outer scene thus 
framed and emphasized would be peculiar to Buffalo, 
and would have a character of magnificence admira- 
bly adapted to be associated with stately ceremonies, 
the entertainment of public guests and other occasions 
of civic display. 

The third site to which our attention was directed, 
is to be found on the banks of the creek west of For- 
est Lawn Cemetery. By the construction of an em- 
bankment about half a mile below the road, which is 
a prolongation of Delaware street, a body of living 
water might here be formed about twenty acres in ex- 
tent with a very agreeable natural line of shore, the 
greater part of which would be shaded by beautiful 
groves of trees, already on the ground and most of 
which are now in their prime and of very desirable 
species. This water would be well adapted to the 
requirements of ornamental water fowl, to skating 
and boating; the groves adjoining it would furnish a 
cool place to be resorted to for rambling and rest on 
a hot day ; the views over the water might easily be 
made charming and appropriate, and the general situ- 
ation is one to which your citizens could go, and in 
which they could remain for several hours during 
many days of the spring and autumn, when most other 
places in the suburbs, and especially the two eleva- 
tions which have been considered, would be made 
disagreeable by the harshness of the winds which 
sweep them. 

On the east side of the road and north of the ceme- 
tery there is a series of large open fields which are 
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graced by a number of remarkably fine umbrageous 
trees, such as are never found except under unusually 
favorable conditions of soil and climate. The gene- 
ral aspect of this ground is not only beautiful, but its 
beauty is of that kind which is appropriately termed 
park-like. Taking these circumstances in connection 
with the groves and the creek, we cannot hesitate 
to conclude that whatever advantages for pleasure 
grounds of a certain kind the other sites we have 
examined may offer, they are not to be compared for 
a moment with that which is here offered you, when 
the question is of what we call, by distinction, a park. 

The objections to the situation which may be anti- 
cipated, are those which would be felt by some por- 
tion of the people of the city to any situation, namely, ' 
distance and difficulty of access from certain quar- 
ters. 

We have seen no other situation nearer the centre 
of population in which it would be possible to form 
a spacious park, even at an expense several times 
larger than would be required for one at this point, 
where it would not very certainly prove a great incon- 
venience to business and involve large changes in 
the general plan upon which the building up of the 
city is otherwise likely to advance. The site which 
we have in view is now either waste land, or is occu- 
pied, with the exception of a single unimportant man- 
ufacturing establishment, exclusively for agricultural 
purposes, and, for farming land near a large town, 
can be bought at an extraordinarily low rate. A park 
would neither interfere with nor be interfered with 
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by any existing or probable line of business commu- 
nication, the character of the topography of the neigh- 
borhood not having encouraged the formation of roads 
from either side through it. It would be feasible by 
a slight divergence from the present route to carry 
the only existing public thoroughfare across it, when- 
ever it shall be found desirable, where, by means 
of a natural depression of the surface, it would be 
out of the view from the pleasure routes of the park. 

Due weight being given to these facts, we doubt 
not that it will be clear to you that no other situation 
would on the whole be equally convenient for the 
main purposes which a park should be designed to 
serve, and that a park in no other situation would 
occasion so little inconvenience to those living or do- 
ing business, even in the parts of the city to which 
the objection of distance and difficulty of access may 
be considered to be of the most consequence. 

If you are thus prepared to adopt the conclusions 
that the principal feature of your scheme should be 
a park, intended for the general enjoyment of all the 
citizens of Buffalo, as Buffalo may be expected to be 
a generation or two hence, and that this park shall 
be situated as we have advised, then you will find it 
necessary to consider how the people of the more 
distant parts of the city can be secured access to this 
park withouta journey long, fatiguing and discordant 
with the sentiment and purposes of recreation in 
view, and what compensation can be offered them for 
the distance at which they will be placed by the loca- 
tion of the park as proposed. 
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To reach sound conclusions on these points you 
will need to reflect that public pleasure grounds are 
chiefly used in three ways, as follows : first, for re- 
creation of a decided character, involving an absence 
of some hours from ordinary pursuits, and that such 
recreation is either taken after the main business of 
the day is over, by those who are able to leave their 
business somewhat early in the afternoon, or that it 
involves a holiday or half a holiday; second, for 
the airing, exercise and recreation of children, inva- 
lids, women, and others who are not methodically oc- 
cupied by any regular business, yet are necessarily 
much confined within walls; third, for a slight di- 
version of thjose whose business usually holds them 
so late that they are able to leave it only for short pe- 
riods during the day, but to whom an attractive re- 
creation ground would be worth perhaps more than to 
any others, if it could be put within their easy reach. 

For the latter purposes a large park outside the 
city is resorted to by those living or working within 
a limited distance of it, but it cannot serve these pur- 
poses, so far as the larger body of citizens is con- 
cerned. 

Grounds need to be provided, therefore, less com- 
plete in their opportunities for a variety of forms of 
recreation, and adapted to accommodate a smaller 
number of persons at a time, but to which many can 
resort for a short stroll, airing and diversion, and 
where they can at once enjoy a decided change of 
scene from that which is associated with their regu- 
lar occupation. 
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The sites near Fort Porter and on High street 
are both suitable for this class of grounds; each 
would be conveniently accessible from a different 
quarter of the town, and each of these quarters would 
have less direct access to the main parks than to 
any other quarter where vacant land can be found 
offering any advantages for the formation of pleas- 
ure grounds. 

If you except the conclusion thus suggested, the 
question only remains of making the main park more 
readily and more agreeably and more appropriately 
accessible from a distance. 

Fortunately the plan of Buffalo is such that the 
piroposed site of the main park is already accessible 
by the most direct way possible from the very centre 
of population, and from the only quarter not pro- 
posed to be otherwise provided with a local pleasure 
ground, by Delaware avenue, an approach of stately 
proportions. So far as this quarter of the city is 
concerned, a better solution of the difficulty is thus 
at once offered than can often be obtained at large 
expense in other cities. The avenue is susceptible 
also of great improvement at a very moderate 
outlay. 

For the rest, we would suggest that the two ends 
of the main park on the southeast and west be grad- 
ually narrowed and curved toward the town, so that 
the greater part of the ground taken would be in- 
cluded within a crescent-shaped figure; and that 
strips of ground, at least two hundred feet wide, be 
acquired, extending from them toward the north and 
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west parts of the city on one side, and the south 
and east parts on the other. Through those strips 
a series of roads and walks adapted exclusively for 
pleasure travel should eventually be formed, and 
outside of them roadways to answer the purpose of 
streets, for ordinary traffic, which could thus be 
disassociated from the movement to and from the 
park. So much of these strips as would not be 
wanted for passage-ways should be occupied by turf, 
trees, shrubs and flowers ; they should follow exist- 
ing lines of streets as far as practicable, so as not to 
interfere unnecessarily with the present divisions of 
property, and they should be so laid out as to con- 
nect the two subordinate grounds which have been 
indicated with the main park. 

Thus, at no great distance from any point of the 
town, a pleasure ground will have been provided for, 
suitable for a short stroll, for a playground for chil- 
dren and an airing ground for invalids, and a route of 
access to the large common park of the whole city, 
of such a character that most of the steps on the way 
to it would be taken in the midst of a scene of sylvan 
beauty, and with the sounds and sites of the ordi- 
nary town business, if not wholly shut out, removed 
to some distance and placed in obscurity. The way 
itself would thus be more park- like than town-like. 

Such a parkway on the east might follow the line 
of Jefferson street, from Genesee street, or Batavia 
street, to near Main street, and, soon after crossing 
the latter, begin to expand into the crescent ends of 
the park itself. On the west, starting from an archi- 
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tectural construction and esplanade on the bluff at 
or near the present base-ball grounds, it might divide 
and enclose the Niagara and York street public 
gardens, and continue in a straight course to Rogers 
street; then follow Rogers street to Clinton grove, 
near which it might slightly expand and take a 
more picturesque character than would be desirable 
nearer the town, and, finally, open fully into the 
park itself near the foot of the proposed ornamental 
water, half a mile west of the cemetery. 

At a point near to the entrance of the race course, 
and at the crossing of important streets, the park- 
ways might, for greater convenience in crossing and 
turning, be expanded in a circular or elliptical form ; 
and such points would, in the future, offer suitable 
positions for fountains, statues, trophies, and public 
monuments. 

It is impracticable to form even an approximate 
estimate of the cost of such arrangements as we 
have suggested without a plan based upon a careful 
topographical survey; but it will be readily seen 
that the opportunity may be secured for them and 
held by the city at a very moderate expense. 

The most costly items in the acquisition of a park 
by a city usually are : ' first, the land ; second, grad- 
ing; third, the foundation or stone work of roads; 
fourth, constructions of masonry. The land which 
you would require for the park is mere farming land, 
with no costly buildings upon it, instead of being, as 
is usually the case, town building lots more or less 
occupied by expensive structures and for important 
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business purposes. Its surface is almost everjrvvhere 
gently sloping, so that the necessary grading to 
adapt it to park purposes would be extraordinarily 
light. The chief topographical change suggested 
would be effected by the construction of a simple 
embankment about one hundred feet in length, and 
the natural action of the water which would accumu- 
late above it. 

An abundance of stone suitable for road founda- 
tion is found on the ground, in quarries already 
opened, and the facility with which these can be 
worked and the stone prepared is such, we are in- 
formed, that contracts for road-material may be 
made at less than half the prices we have usually 
found it necessary to pay elsewhere. There is no 
necessity for any large work of masonry, and what 
little may be required will, for the reasons first indi- 
cated, be inexpensive. 

On reviewing all the circumstances, it cannot be 
doubted that they present an opportunity of acquir- 
ing a property at comparatively moderate cost, 
which, when gradually improved, as from year to 
year may be deemed expedient, will ultimately be 
of inestimable value to your city. 

We are, with great respect for the generous and 

impartial public spirit with which our counsel has 

been sought and received by your associates and 

yourself, 

Your obedient servants, 

Olmstead, Vaux & Co., 

Landscape Architects. 
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THE ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE. 



Chap. 165. 

AN ACT to authorize the selection and location of certain 
grounds for public parks in the city of Buffalo, and to provide 
for the maintenance and embellishment thereof. 

Passed April 14, 1869 ; three-fifths being present. 

The people of the State of New York^ represented 
in Senate a?id Assembly^ do enact as follows: 

Section i. There shall be appointed by the 
Mayor of the city oif Buffalo, by and with the advice 
and consent of a majority of all the members of the 
Common Council of said city, twelve citizens of Buf- 
falo ; and the persons so appointed, together with the 
Mayor of said city, shall be and they are hereby con- 
stituted a Board of Commissioners of the park or 
parks, approaches and streets which may be created 
pursuant to the provisions of this act, with the name 
and style of the " Park Commissioners.** The said 
Commissioners shall hold office for the term of five 
years from the first day of May, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-nine, and until others are appointed in their 
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places. No member of said board shall receive any 
compensation for his services, but each Commis- 
sioner shall be entitled to receive his actual disburse- 
ments for expenses in visiting and superintending 
said park, when such visit or service shall be made 
or rendered by the direction of the Board of Com- 
missioners. In case any of the persons above named 
shall not undertake the office of this commission, or 
in case of a vacancy in said board occasioned by ex- 
piration of terms of office or otherwise, such vacancy 
shall be filled by the Mayor, by and with the advice 
and consent of not less than a majority of all the 
Inembers of the Common Council of said city ; and 
the person so appointed shall hold his office for the 
term of five years from the date of his appointment, 
and until another shall be appointed in his place. 

Sec. 2. The said board shall have power to se- 
lect and locate such grounds in the seventh, eighth, 
ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth wards of the city 
of Buffalo, as may in their opinion be proper and de- 
sirable to be reserved and set apart for one or more 
public parks, and also to locate and lay out such ap- 
proaches thereto, and streets . connecting the said 
parks, as may in their judgment be desirable ; and 
one-fifth of the land so taken for a park or parks, 
and approaches thereto, and streets connecting the 
same, shall be locateji east of the west line of Jeffer- 
son street; and for this purpose the said Commis- 
sioners may take any part or parts of existing streets, 
and also change the lines thereof. Before any pro- 
ceeding shall be had or taken for acquiring the title 
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to any real estate, the said Commissioners shall cause 
to be made a map of the land which they shall de- 
termine to take for such park or parks, and ap- 
proaches thereto, and streets connecting the same, 
which shall be certified by the president and engineer, 
or a majority of the Commissioners, and filed in the 
office of the clerk of the county of Erie. 

Sec. 3. The said Commissioners shall hold their 
first meeting on the first Monday of May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-nine, at twelve o'clock 
at noon, at the Mayor s office in said city. The said 
Commissioners shall, at said meeting, choose a pres- 
ident of said board, who shall be a member thereof, 
and shall appoint one or more persons to act as the 
treasurer and secretary of the said board. 

Sec. 4. The said Commissioners shall make such 
selection and location, in view of the present condi- 
tion and future growth and wants of said city, as 
they shall deem best; and they shall report such se- 
lection and location to the Common Council of said 
city, on or before the first day of November, eigh- 
teen hundred and sixty-nine. In said report the 
said Commissioners shall state the boundaries of the 
grounds located by them, and the courses of the ap- 
proaches and streets by them laid out. In said re- 
port the said Commissioners shall designate the name 
or names of the said park or parks, approaches 
thereto, and streets connecting the same. The ag- 
gregate quantity of land which the said Commission- 
ers shall select and locate under the provisions of 
this act for a park or parks, or for approaches there- 
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to, or streets connecting the same, shall not exceed 
five hundred acres; but the land in existing streets 
and public squares or places, or now belonging to 
said city, shall not be estimated in the said five hun- 
dred acres. And the tracts, pieces and parcels of 
land which may be described in the said report are 
hereby declared to be public places, and shall be 
deemed to have been taken by said city of Buffalo 
for public use, as and for a public park or parks, and 
approaches thereto, and public streets connecting the 
same. And the parts of all streets, avenues and 
highways now laid out as running through said 
pieces of land, are hereby closed and discontinued, 
so far as the same would run through or intersect said 
pieces of land. The said the Park Commissioners, 
for the purpose of performing the duties imposed 
upon them by this section, may use any map now, 
or which may hereafter be on file in the city sur- 
veyor's office in said city, and shall have power to 
employ a surveyor and other assistants, at a yearly 
expense not exceeding three thousand dollars, and 
the same shall be a charge upon the city of Buffalo, 
and shall be paid out of the moneys hereby author- 
ized to be raised for such parks. 

Sec. 5. Before any land shall be taken for such 
park or parks, or for the approaches thereto, or 
streets connecting the same, by virtue of this act, the 
Common Council of the city of Buffalo shall, by reso- 
lution, declare that the city of Buffalo intends to take 
the land which shall have been so selected and lo- 
cated by the said Park Commissioners, for a public 
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park or parks, and the approaches thereto, and 
streets connecting the same, and shall give notice of 
such intention by publishing the same in all the daily 
city newspapers for twenty successive week days. 

Sec. 6. After the expiration of the said publica- 
tions, the Common Council shall, by a resolution, 
declare that the city of Buffalo has determined to 
take and appropriate the said land for the purposes 
aforesaid, and they shall give notice of such determi- 
nation by publishing the same in each of the daily 
city newspapers for ten successive week days, and 
that the city of Buffalo will, on some day to be named 
in said notice, apply to the Superior Court of Buffalo 
for the appointment of three Commissioners to ascer- 
tain and report the just compensation to be paid to 
the person or persons or corporation owning or hav- 
ing any interest in said property. 

Sec. 7. Upon the day designated in the said 
notice, or on some other day to be named by the 
said court, it shall hear the application of the said 
city, and appoint three Commissioners for the pur- 
poses aforesaid ; and in case any Commissioner shall 
decline to serine, the said court may, on application 
of the city attorney, without further notice, appoint 
another in his place. 

Sec. 8. The Commissioners so appointed shall, 
before they enter upon their duties, take and sub- 
scribe an oath, to be administered by some person 
authorized to administer oaths, faithfully to execute 
their duty according to the best of their ability. 
They shall give notice of the time and place of their 
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meeting to view the said property, by publishing the 
same in all the daily city newspapers for five- suc- 
cessive week days. 

Sec. 9. The Commissioners shall together view , 
such property, and may receive any legal evidence 
as to the compensation which should be made there- 
for, and may adjourn from time to time. They shall 
ascertain and award to the respective owners of the 
property to be taken, and to all persons or corpora- 
tions interested therein, such compensation therefor 
as in their opinion will be just and proper. The 
report of the Commissioners, signed by a majority 
of said Commissioners, shall be filed in the office of 
the clerk of the Superior Court as soon as completed, 
and said report shall be made and filed within six 
months from the time of their appointment ; and in 
making such estimate they shall not make any de- 
duction or allowance for or on account of any sup- 
posed benefits or advantages to be derived froin 
taking said lands, as public places, or in consequence 
thereof. 

Sec. 10. After the report of the said Commission- 
ers shall be so filed, the Common Council shall give 
notice by publishing the same in ten successive num- 
bers of each of the daily newspapers in said city, that 
they will, on a day to be specified in said notice, ap- 
ply to the Superior Court of Buffalo for an order 
confirming the report, and on the day so appointed 
the said court, upon being furnished with proof of 
the due publication of said notice, as above provided, 
shall confirm such report, and shall make an order 
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containing a recital of the substance of the proceed- 
ings in the matter of the appraisal, and a description 
of the real estate appraised for which compensation 
is to be made ; and shall also direct to whom the 
money is to be paid, or in what bank or in what 
manner it shall be deposited by said city. 

Sec. II. A certified copy of the order so to be 
made, as aforesaid, shall be recorded at full length 
in the office of the clerk of the county of Erie, and 
thereupon, and on payment or deposit by the city of 
Buffalo of the sums to be paid as compensation for 
the lands so taken, as directed by said order, the 
said lands shall vest forever in the city of Buffalo, 
for the uses and purposes in this act mentioned, and 
the said Park Commissioners shall be entitled to 
enter upon, take possession of, and forever use the 
said land for the purposes of a park or parks, ap- 
proaches thereto, and streets connecting the same. 

Sec. 12. If there shall be adverse and conflict- 
ing claimants to the money, or any part of it, to be 
paid as compensation for the real estate taken for 
the purposes aforesaid, the court may direct the 
moneys to be paid into court by the city, and may 
determine who is entitled to the same, and direct to 
whom the same shall be paid, and may, in its discre- 
tion, order a reference to ascertain the facts on which 
such determination and order are to be made. 

Sec. 1 3. The said court shall have power at any 

time to amend any defect or informality in any of 

the proceedings to acquire title to the said land, as 

may be necessary; and also to appoint other Com- 

3 



36 

missioners in place of any who shall die, or refuse or 
neglect to serve, or be incapable of serving. 

Sec. 14. If, at any time after an attempt to ac- 
quire title by appraisal as aforesaid, it shall be found 
that the title thereby attempted to be acquired is 
defective, the city of Buffalo shall proceed anew to 
acquire or perfect such title in the same manner as 
if no appraisal had been made ; and at any stage of 
the proceedings, after the confirmation of the report 
of the said Commissioners, the said court may au- 
thorize the said Park Commissioners, if in posses- 
sion,vto continue in possession, and if not in posses- 
sion, to take possession, and use such real estate 
during the pendency, and until the final conclusion 
of such new proceedings, and may stay all actions or 
proceedings against the Park Commissioners, or 
against the city of Buffalo, on account thereof, upon 
the city of Buffalo paying into court a sufficient sum, 
or giving such security as the court* may direct, to 
pay the compensation therefor when finally ascer- 
tained. 

Sec. 15. In all cases where any real estate, sub- 
ject to any lease or other agreement, shall be taken 
under the proceedings authorized by this act, all the 
covenants and stipulations contained in such lease or 
agreement shall, upon the final confirmation of the 
report of said Commissioners, cease, determine, and 
be discharged ; and in all cases when a part only of 
any real estate shall be so taken, the said covenants 
and stipulations shall be so discharged only as to the 
part so taken. And the Superior Court of said city 
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may, on the application of any party in interest to 
such lease or agreement, and after a notice in writ- 
ing of eight days upon the other parties interested, 
appoint three disinterested freeholders of the city, 
residents therein, to determine the rents, payments 
and conditions which shall be thereafter paid and 
performed under such lease or agreement, in respeet 
to the residue of such real estate. And the report 
of the said freeholders, on being confirmed by the 
court, shall be binding and conclusive on all persons 
interested in such real estate. 

Sec. 1 6. For the purpose of paying for the lands 
which may be taken under the provisions of this act, 
and for the purpose of laying out, improving and 
embellishing the park or parks, approaches thereto 
and connecting streets, created under the provisions 
of this act, and the expenses of acquiring title there- 
to under the provisions of this act, the bonds of the 
city of Buffalo, to such an amount, not exceeding 
five hundred thousand dollars, as shall be necessary, 
shall be issued by the Mayor and Comptroller of said 
city, from time to time, as the same shall be required 
for the purposes aforesaid. Said bonds shall be 
known as the " Buffalo Park Bonds," and shall be 
payable in not less than forty-five nor more than 
sixty years from the date thereof; shall bear inter- 
est at a rate not exceeding seven per cent, per an- 
num, payable half yearly on the first days of January 
and July in each year. And the said bonds and the 
proceeds of the sale thereof, shall constitute the fund 
for paying the cost of the lands taken under the 
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provisions of this act, and the expenses of acquiring 
the title thereto, and for the laying out, improvement 
and embellishment thereof. And the Treasurer of 
said city shall pay the sums which may be awarded 
as above provided to the owner or owners, or per- 
sons in any way interested in the lands which shall 
be taken pursuant to the provisions of this act. 
And as the said bonds are from time to time issued, 
the Comptroller shall cause to be kept in his office, 
in a book to be provided for that purpose, a true and 
correct statement and account of each and every 
bond issued under the provisions of this act, show- 
ing the number of each bond and the date and the 
amount thereof, and the time when due; and such 
books shall be open for public inspection, and shall 
be delivered to his successor in office. 

Stc. 1 7. The bonds of the city of Buffalo which 
shall be issued by virtue of this act, bearing a rate 
of interest not less than seven per cent, per annum, 
may be used by said city, or by the Treasurer thereof, 
at not less than their par value, in paying any 
amounts which said city shall have become liable to 
pay for compensation or damages awarded under 
this act. The bonds of the city of Buffalo, which 
shall be issued by virtue of this act, may be sold at 
public or private sale, or by subscription, and on 
such terms, not less than par, as the Common Coun- 
cil of said city may prescribe. And .the proceeds of 
such sales shall be paid over to the Treasurer of said 
city; or said Treasurer may, with the concurrence of 
the Mayor and Comptroller of said city, pledge any 
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of said bonds for money borrowed temporarily, and 
for the purposes of this act, at a rate of interest not 
exceeding seven per cent, per annum. And any 
savings bank in said city may loan its funds to the 
city of Buffalo for the purposes of this act, and 
bonds of the city of Buffalo shall be issued to the 
bank making such loan, in manner and form as above 
prescribed, at such rate of interest, not exceeding 
seven per cent, and upon such terms of payment, 
not sooner than forty-five years, as may be agreed 
upon between the trustees of such bank and the 
Common Council of said city. 

Sec. 1 8. The lands hereby authorized to be taken 
by said city for a public park or parks, and for ap- 
proaches thereto, and streets connecting the same, 
are hereby pledged for the payment of the bonds 
which may be issued by virtue of this act. 

Sec. 19. In order to provide for the payment of 
the interest and principal of the bonds hereby au- 
thorized to be issued by said city, there shall be 
added to the general city tax for the city of Buffalo 
at large, in the year when the first issue of bonds 
hereby authorized shall be made, and each year 
thereafter, such sum of money in each of said years 
as shall be required to pay the interest upon the 
bonds which shall have been issued pursuant to the 
provisions of this act, and also a sum of money equal 
to one per centum upon the whole amount of the 
bonds issued pursuant to this act. And such sums 
of money as may be raised by taxation pursuant to 
this act, shall be applied, first, to the payment of the 
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interest upon the bonds issued pursuant to the pro- 
visions of this act, and such sums of money raised 
as aforesaid, as may remain after the payment of the 
said interest, shall be held by the Comptroller of the 
said city, and shall be used by said Comptroller in the 
redemption and payment of any of said bonds which 
may be presented for payment, even though the 
same may not be due. And the Comptroller shall 
give each year twenty days notice, by publication in 
two daily newspapers published in said city, one of 
which shall be the official paper, of the amount of 
said bonds which he shall be prepared to redeem 
and pay, and in such notice he shall state the time 
when, and place where the said bonds may be pre- 
sented for redemption and payment; and the said 
Comptroller shall pay the bonds which may be pre- 
sented for payment during the period mentioned in 
said notice, in the order in which said bonds shall be 
presented, to such an amount as the funds in the 
hands of the Treasurer shall permit; and all sums of 
money which shall remain in the said Treasurer s 
hands, after paying the interest on said bonds, and 
after paying and redeeming such bonds as shall be 
presented for payment pursuant to the terms hereof, 
shall be invested in the bonds of the city of Buffalo, 
or in the public stocks of the United States, or in 
the bonds of the State of New York, and the funds 
so invested and the accumulation thereof shall, as 
herein provided, be applied to the redemption and 
payment of bonds issued pursuant to the provisions 
of this act, and to the full and final redemption of 
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the said bonds, and for no other purpose or purposes. 
It shall be the duty of the Comptroller of said city 
to estimate and ascertain the amounts required to be 
added to the general city tax of said city, by virtue 
of this act, and to transmit a statement each year to 
the Common Council of said city, in time to have 
such amount included in the general tax of said city 
for that year; and it shall be the duty of said Com- 
mon Council to cause such amount to be included in 
such general tax. And said Common Council shall 
annually provide by tax for the payment of the prin- 
cipal and interest of the bonds issued pursuant to the 
provisions of this act. And in making the levy of 
taxes in this section prescribed, the Assessors of said 
city and the said Common Council shall so apportion 
and levy the same that one-half of all sums of money 
which shall be levied for the purpose of paying the 
principal and interest of the bonds which may have 
been issued pursuant to the provisions of this act, 
shall be levied and collected exclusively upon and 
from the latids deemed to have been benefited by 
the improvements in this act provided for. And the 
said assessors shall take such proper action in the 
premises as to them may seem wise, to ascertain 
what lands and other property have been benefited 
by the said improvements. 

Sec. 20. The Commissioners appointed by virtue 
of section seven of this act shall have authority to 
employ surveyors, and to use any map on file or 
belonging to said city, and to cause maps to be 
made as may be necessary. Said Commissioners 
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shall be allowed a compensation of five dollars per 
day for their time actually employed in discharging 
their duties as such Commissioners. And all such 
compensation, and the necessary expenses of the 
Commissioners in discharging their duties, shall be 
allowed, on taxation by the court aforesaid, and paid 
by said city of Buffalo, out of the moneys hereby 
appropriated. 

Sec. 21. A majority of the board of the said the 
Park Commissioners shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of business. The said board shall 
have the full and exclusive power to make rules and 
by-laws for the orderly transaction of their business ; 
to govern, manage and direct, and to lay out and 
regulate the said park or parks, the approaches 
thereto, and the streets connecting the same; to ap- 
point such engineers, surveyors, clerks and other 
officers (except a police force), as may be necessary; 
to prescribe and define their respective duties, and 
to fix the amount of their compensation; and 
generally, in regard to the said park or parks, the 
approaches thereto, and streets connecting the same, 
they shall possess all the power and authority now 
by law conferred on or possessed by the Common 
Council of said city, in respect to the public squares 
and places In said city. 

Sec. 2 2. It shall be a misdemeanor for any Com- 
missioner to be directly or indirectly, in any way 
pecuniarily interested in any contract or work of 
any kind whatever connected with said park or 
parks, approaches thereto or streets connecting the 
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same ; and it shall be the duty of any Commissioner 
or other person, who may have any knowledge or 
information of the violation of this provision, forth- 
with to report the same to the Mayor of the city of 
Buffalo, who shall present the facts of the case to 
the Superior Court of Buffalo. The said court shall 
hear in a summary manner such Commissioner in 
relation thereto, and any evidence he may offer; and 
if, after such hearing, the said court shall be satisfied 
of the truth of the said charge, the justice holding 
the same shall, by an order of said court, to be 
made at chambers or in term, immediately remove 
the said Commissioner. Every Commissioner shall, 
before entering upon the duties of his office, take 
and subscribe the oath prescribed by the Constitution 
of the State, which oath shall be filed in the office of 
the clerk of the Superior Court of Buffalo. 

Sec. 23. The said the Park Commissioners shall, 
in the month of January of every year, make to the 
Common Council of said city a full report of their 
proceedings, and a detailed statement of all their re- 
ceipts and expenditures. 

Sec. 24. Whenever the city of Buffalo shall 
have become vested with the title to the lands taken 
pursuant to this act, it shall be lawful for the said the 
Park Commissioners to, let from year to year any 
buildings and the grounds attached thereto which 
may be within the boundaries of the lands so taken, 
until the same shall be required for the laying out, 
regulation and improvement of the lands so taken ; 
and the said the Park Commissioners may sell any 
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buildings, improvements and other materials within 
the boundaries of the lands so taken and belonging 
to said city, which, in their judgment, shall not be 
required for the purposes of the said park or parks, 
approaches thereto, and streets connecting the same ; 
and the proceeds of such leases and sales shall be 
deposited with the Treasurer of said city, to the 
credit of the said the Park Commissioners, and used by 
them for the improvement of the said park or parks, 
approaches thereto, and streets connecting the sarrie. 
Sec. 25. The said the Park Commissioners shall 
have power upon such terms, or upon the payment 
of such yearly license fee or per capita tax, as the 
Park Commissioners may prescribe, to grant to any 
street railway company in said city the privilege of 
laying down and operating a railway, for the carriage 
of passengers only, through the said connecting 
streets and approaches ; but no street or other rail- 
way shall enter upon, in or through the said park or 
parks. The said Commissioners shall have power 
to license hacks for use in said park or parks, to let 
from year to year, or for any term not exceeding 
ten years, the right to sell refreshments within the 
said park or parks, under such regulations as the said 
the Park Commissioners shall prescribe. Any and 
all sums of money which may be received by the 
said the Park Commissioners, pursuant to this sec- 
tion shall be devoted to the improvment of the said 
park or parks, approaches thereto or streets connect- 
ing- the same. 

Sec. 26. No plan for the laying out and improve- 
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ment of the said park or parks, approaches thereto 
and streets connecting the same shall be adopted or 
undertaken by the said the Park Commissioners, of 
which the entire expense, when funded, shall require 
for the payment of the annual interest thereon a 
greater sum than twenty-one thousand dollars per 
annum ; and bonds shall be issued, sold and disposed 
of as directed in this act, for the purpose of provid- 
ing such, sums of money as shall from time to time 
be required by the said the Park Commissioners to 
carry out and execute the plan they shall adopt, sub- 
ject to the limitations in this act provided. 

Sec. 27. The Common Council of said city 
shall every year grant to the said the Park Commis- 
sioners such sum of money as they shall require, and 
as to the said Common Council shall appear reason- 
able and just for the government and maintenance 
of the said park or parks, approaches thereto and 
streets connecting the same, and for keeping in 
repair the improvements and structures therein, and 
for furnishing a suitable office for said Commis- 
sioners. And the sum of money granted pursuant 
to this section shall be paid out of the general fund 
of said city. 

Sec. 28. The money raised by the sale of the 
bonds issued pursuant to the provisions of this 
act shall be deposited, as fast as the same shall 
be realized, with the Treasurer of the city of Buffalo, 
who shall keep a separate account of all moneys 
received by him for the laying out and improvement 
of the said park or parks, approaches thereto and 
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Streets connecting the same, to be known as the 
" improvement fund/' He shall hold all such moneys 
on account of and for the purpose of said improve- 
ment and the expenses herein authorized, and shall 
pay them out as provided in this act, and not other- 
wise. The said the Park Commissioners shall draw 
their drafts upon the said Treasurer, signed by their 
President and Secretary, for all claims, charges and 
expenses, authorized and incurred by them in the 
laying out and improving of the said park or parks, 
approaches thereto, and streets connecting the same, 
specifying in such drafts the purposes for which they 
are drawn; and the Treasurer shall pay the same 
out of the improvement moneys, upon the presenta- 
tion of said drafts. The moneys voted by the 
Common Council, pursuant to section twenty-seven 
of this act, shall be deposited with the Treasurer of 
said city, who shall keep a separate account of all 
such moneys, and the same shall be known as the 
"maintenance fund;" and he shall pay them out 
upon the drafts of the said the Park Commissioners 
issued in the form and manner prescribed by this 
section, and not otherwise; and the said Treasurer 
shall pay the said drafts out of the said *' maintenance 
fund " upon the presentation of said drafts. 

Sec. 29. The Board of Commissioners of the 
Niagara Frontier Police District shall detail for ser- 
vice in the said park or parks, approaches thereto, and 
streets connecting the same, such number of police- 
men as the said the Park Commissioners shall by their 
resolution require; and such policemen when detailed 
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for service pursuant to this section shall be subject 
to the rules and regulations which shall be adopted 
by the said the Park Commissioners, not inconsist- 
ent with the rules and regulations of the said Board 
of Commissioners of the Niagara Frontier Police 
District. 

Sec. 30. None of the said the Park Commission- 
ers nor any person, whether in the employ of said 
Commissioners or otherwise, shall have the power 
to create any debt, obligation, claim or liability for 
or on account of the said the Park Commissioners, 
except with the express authority of said Commis- 
sioners conferred at a meeting thereof duly convened 
and held. 

Sec. 31. The office of any one of the said the 
Park Commissioners who shall not attend the 
meetings of the said board of the Park Commission- 
ers for three successive months, after having been 
duly notified of said meetings, without reason 
therefor satisfactory to said board, or without leave 
of absence from said board, shall by said board be 
declared vacant. 

Sec. 32. Real and personal property may be 
granted, bequeathed, devised, or conveyed to the 
said city of Buffalo, for the purpose of the improve- 
ment or ornamentation of the said park or parks, 
approaches thereto, and streets connecting the same, 
or for the establishment or maintenance therein of 
museums, zoological or other gardens, collections of 
natural history, observatories, libraries, monuments, 
or works of art, upon such trusts and conditions as 
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may be prescribed by the grantors or devisors thereof, 
and agreed to by the Mayor and Common Council 
of said city. All property so devised, granted, 
bequeathed or conveyed, and the rents, issues, 
profits and income thereof, shall be subject to the 
exclusive management, direction, and control of the 
said the Park Commissioners. 

Sec. 33. It shall be lawful for said board of the 
Park Commissioners at any meeting thereof, duly 
convened, to pass such ordinances as they may 
deem necessary for the use, regulation, protection 
and government of the said park or parks, approaches 
thereto, and streets connecting the same, not incon- 
sistent with the ordinances of the city of Buffalo, or 
with the provisions of this act; such ordinances shall, 
immediately upon their passage, be published for ten 
days in two daily newspapers published in said city, 
one of which shall be the official paper. 

Sec. 34. All persons offending against such ordi- 
nances shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be punished, on conviction before any court of 
competent jurisdiction in the city of Buffalo, by a 
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by im- 
prisonment not exceeding thirty days, or both, at the 
discretion of the court. 

Sec. 35. All proceedings in any court contem- 
plated by this act shall be had in the Superior Court 
of Buffalo. 

Sec. 36. No member of the Common Council of 
said city shall be eligible to the office of a Park Com- 
missioner. 
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Sec. 37. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
with this act are hereby repealed. 



State of New York, ) 
Office of the Secretary of State. J 

I have compared the preceding with the original law 
on file in this office, and do hereby certify that the same 
is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of said 
original law. 

HOMER A. NELSON, 

Secretary of State. 
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